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sister Margaret, should many the daughter of Henry of
Champagne, while his niece Isabel, sister of the young
Baldwin, should wed Henry, the count of Champagne's
heir. He had during the earlier years of Henry II. been
constantly his ally, but the alliance was as constantly
broken as it was periodically renewed, and though it
served the purposes of both princes well when it was
necessary to combine against the French king, it was not
based upon any permanent union of interest or policy.
During the later years of Louis VII., Philip of Flanders
had become the most prominent personage at the king's
court. He had himself taken part in the pilgrimage to
Canterbury. He had probably already planned with
the king the marriage of the young Philip, which was
to take place after his coronation. He was himself one
of the greatest of European princes. He claimed
descent from Charles the Great, and he was a kinsman
of the Emperor Frederic I. From his county of
Flanders, with his wife's land of Vermandois and the
districts of Amiens and Yalois which owned his sway,
he aimed at forming, through the lords of Brabant,
Namur, and Hainault and the great ecclesiastical states,
a network of alliances on the borders of France and the
Empire which should give him something of the position
of a middle kingdom, and enable him to exercise a
decisive influence on the policy of each great power in
turn. He was an active and ambitious man, and in
ability one of the greatest of the foreigners who
reigned in the Middle Ages over the rich and powerful
towns which made the strength of the little Flemish
state.
The first decisive event which proved the influence